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the Hicked, and between endleſs Happineſs and 
never be too much conſider d by us. 
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And theſe ſhall go away 92 everlaſting * 
| — 0 the Righteous into life RO 1 AN 
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the minds of Men, which are ch from another. "a 
World, and from the final ſtare of good and bad Men alter 
3 Life, And this our Saviour repre ſents to us in a moſt 1 
proſpect which, in the latg of 
- rey ap; the 7 Judgment © they 
of the World thy Few of 2 
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Right 1 1 tl grea 

who ſhall pronounce e ſeverall * fy according 


to the actions which they have done in b Fife: Tbe Righ-- 
teous ſhall be rewarded with , happineſs, and 2 

Wicked ſhall be ſentenc d to everlaſting puniſhmeiit* 
theſe, that is, the wicked ſball go away into everloſting "puniſh; 
ment, but - Righteows into Life eternal. 
The Words are 1 and need no explication. For 1 take a 

ĩt for granted, that every one, at firſt hearing ef them, des 
clearly apprehend the difference between the Righteorns — | 


altho* theſe Words be ſo very eaſy to be ood WE can 

The ſcope and 4 

of them is, to repreſent to us the different Fates of ood and 
bad Men in another World, and that their Ends f 2 | 

be at different, as their Ways i where in be SIP. 

OR: The conſideration whereof is the greazall df * 
ment to Sin, and the moſt po — in the 

Worl to a holy add virtoous Liſe: AL it 1s an 8 — 
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1 ae Fon kene bf it muſt be the 
Au folly in the World for any Man to 


tere is no p 


$2 dard that impenitent Sinners 


or 6dr thifery 1 To al Bae + A concernment of 
greateſt Ropidity 
EX ic is 5 | 
” "This eternal ſtate of Rewards and Puni ments in another Ea 
ö World, our Bleſſea Saviour hath clearly reveald to us. And 


V in another” World, every one gladly admits it: But 
| thay are loth'thar the other part ſhould be true concerning 
die eternal puniſhment of wicked Men. And therefore they 
| 8 that it is contrary to the Juſtice of God to pun it | 
8 imes with eternal Torments : Becauſe Tultite al- 
| ſerves a proportion between Offences and Paniſh- 
| 1 4 but between temporary Sins and eternal Puniſfiments, 
OF roportion. And as this ſeems hard to be recon- 
Eid with Juſtice, ſo much more with that exceſs of Good: 
neſs which we ſuppoſe to be in God. 
* God ſeems to have de- 


F And therefore they. ſay, that t _— 5 
everlaſtingly puniſh 


et theſe declarations of Scriprure are ſo to be mollified and 
underſtood, as that We may be able to reconcile them with 
_ the eſſential perfectio * 


nfof the Divine Nature | 
This is the full force and ſtrength of the Obj akon! And * 
my work at this time ſhall be to clear, if Fear: this difficult 
point. And that for theſe two Reaſons, Firſt, For the vin- 
4, 1 ication 7 2 7 err and e Ag, 5 8 2 
| ified in , and a Rig bt loss when be ju 
5 b And Secondly, Becauſe le be 

God in their urmoſt extert is of ſo 10 a moment to g 
Life, and ſo great a diſcouragement to Sin: For the ſting of 


Sid the terror of erernal puniſhirient ; and if Men were 


once ſer free from the fear and belief of this, che moſt power: | 
| ful reſtraint from Sin would be take aw 


* a Prove theſe two things: 


Firſt, Thar the eternal puniſhinent cited Men in * 

another Wotld is plainly threatned in Scripture. -. 5 

| Secondly, That this is not inconſiſtent either with the Ju: A 
ic x the Gro of Gol. 4 £ 
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D ens ban el ih, ir That good Men ſhall be ereradlly | . 


of the threatnings of DE 
So that in Anſwer to this ObjeRtiva, 7 ra endecyour OY ON 
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. Fo, That the a png of wicked Mening anos 


ber blake is plainly, chreatned in Scripture, namely, in thele 


Following Fears, Mattb..18, 8. + "better f for t hes 80 enter 
177 He aud neg Fa an har e 7 — 
0 be caſt into ever e. And I 9. 
5 yt into 125 fire, prep = for the Devil and. his 
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S i words an ot concerning. the New Yenen 
of wicked bl — life, and there is great realor 9 
we ſhould underſtand them in the fame extent: Both, b 
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| wicked Men ſhall have no end, che Ealguages wherein the 
 Sariprures are written do hardly affard fuller and more certain 
work, than choſe that are uſed in ibis raſe v hereby to expreſs 
to us à duration without end. Andlikewiſe, which is lmoſt | 

a peremptory deciſion of che thing, hocauſe the duration of the 

puniſhment of wicked Men is in the. uery ſame Sentence ex-. 

preis d by the very fame word which in uſtd for che duratioi of 
the happineſs of the rigliteous: As i evident from che Texs, 
 Theſs, ſpeaking of the Wicked, ſnal ge amig, eig Nc Nuo hn 
eue eternal puniſpmenr, but the righteogs', eig Sc -oefegvioy 

Luo eternal life. I proceed to ke 
© Second Thing I propos d; namely, to ſhew that this id rot 

inconſiſtent either with the Juſtice or the Goodneſs of God. 

For in this the force of the Objectio Hes: find ir hath been 

_ attempted to be anſwered ſeveral ways none of which" ſeerns 

to me to give clear and full fati . 

Fit, It is faid by ſome, that because Sin ö infinite in reſpect 

_of the Object againſt whom it is cortmirted, whick is God, 
"therefore it deſer ves an infinite pu ment. ee ee 
But this T doubt will __ x ation be found to have 

2 e yr of ſolꝭdity 2 | * indeed, that 
dhe Hane of the' PS&Bit agg ee any offerte' S uh 
5 Ace ep4 great agg b of the fault. For Which feaſo n 

all offences againſt God ate certainly: the greateſt of — . 0 
But that Crimes ſhould hereby be Helglien de an infinite de- 
get, can by no means be admitted; and that for tha plain 
reaſon; becauſe then the evil and demetit of all Sing muſt ne- 

_ cefſitrily'be equal; for the demerit of no Sin can be more than 
Inficiite : And if che demerit of all Sins be equal, there can 
then be no reaſon for the degrees of puniſhment in another 

World. But to deny chat there are degrees of punifhment there, 

_ & not only contrary co reaſdn, but to our S] i expreſs afler- 

tion, that ſome ſhall be beter with many ſtripes and ſome with = 
Fewerß and that it ſhall be ye rolerable for fone in the day of A. 
wer than for others. Beſides, that by the fame reaſon thatthe 

_ kalt Sin that is committed againſt God may be ſaid ro'beThfi- 

die beeguſe of its object, the lexſt ptomſhment n yy 

God may be fad to be infinite becauſgAkits Author; and 
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| then all puniſhment from God as Well 2x all Sins dgainft bim 
© would beequat; "which is palpably abfard: So that this anfwer 
J  # bio thrains affen tv brealt the forge of this Objodtion, 
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- ' Secondly, It is faid by others, chat if wicked Men lived for 
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ever in this World they would fin for ever, and 8 = 


deſerve to be puniſh'd for ever. But this hath neither Tru 
nor Reaſon enough in it to give ſatisfaction. For who can 


certainly tell that if a Man lived never ſo long he would ne- 


ver repent and grow better? 


Beſides, that the. Juſtice of God doth only puniſh the Sins - 
which-Men have committed in this life, and not thoſe which 


they might 8 committed if they had lived longer. 
d ; 


Thirdly, It is faid. in the laſt place, that God hath ſet before 
Men everlaſting Happineſs and Miſery, and the. Sinner hath 


his choice. Here are two things ſaid which ſeem to bid fairly 


towards an anſwer. - 


{CAS FEY ye] R | 44 
Firſt, That the reward which God promiſeth to our obedi- 


ence is equal to the puniſhment which he threatens to our diſ- 


obedience. But yet this 1 doubt will not reach the buſineſs :- 


Becauſe tho? it be not contrary to Juſtice to exceed in Rewards, 
that being matter of 
in Punifhments. 


favour ; yet it may be ſo to exceed 


nothing to complain of, ſince he hath, his own. choice. This 


Leonfeſs is enough to ſilence the Sinner, and. to male him to 
| acknowledge that his deſtruction is of himſelf; but yet for all 


that, it does not ſeem ſo clearly to ſatisfy the objection fromthe 


diſproportion between the fault and the puniſnment. 


And therefore I ſhall endeavour to clear, if it may be, this 


matter yet a little further by theſe following Conſiderations. 


Firſt, Let it be conſider d, that the m 


ure of Penalties with 


| reſpect to Crimes is not only nor always, to be taken from.the 


quality and degree of the offence, much leſs from the duration 
and continuance of it, but from the ends and reaſons of Govern- 


© 


ment; which require ſuch penalties; as may, if it be gate 71 


ſecure the obſervation of the Law, and deterr Men from the 
breach of it. And the reaſon of this is evident, becauſe if it 


were once declar d that no Man ſhou d ſuffer longer for ans. ; 


Crime than according to the proportion ot the time in which 


it, was committed, tha conſequence of this would be that Sig · 


ners would be bemęr husbands of their time and fin, ſo much 


the faſter, that they*might have the greater bargain of it, and 
might ſatisfy for their Sins by a ſhorter puniſhment. 
And it would be unreaſonable likewile upon another 28 
count; becauſe ſome of the greateſt Sins may perhaps be Fm: 
N as 5 ET. —_ | | mitt "JS 
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Ca N ( ©<& 9725 | 
| inal j the ſhortelt time; for „ Nele; thera | 
whereof may be over in a m but dhe effect of id art 
Ties petual. For he tliat Kills a Man once Kills him for ever. 
The act bf Murther ay be committed id a trice, but the 8. 
Jury is endleſs and irreparable. So that this objeftionof tempo 
_ Crimes being punithed wi h ſo wand Wenger ſufferings i 
Ae no e 2. £173 „01 
des, that whoever conſiders how ineffoQual the-threat- | 
ning even of eterna}icorments is to the greateſt part of Sin- - 
way! wilt ſoon be fatisfy*d that a leſs penalty than — 
nal ſufferings would to the far greateſt 2 Mankind have 
been in all p ability of little or no force, . And therefore if 
auy thing more —. than eternal vengeance could have 
been threatned to the workers of iniquity, it had not been un- 
reaſonable, becauſe it would all have been ieile e 0 
deter Men effectually from Sn „ 25 0790 50 3 
So that what — Crimes and Penaltiesought 1 to —. 
to each other, bs not ſo properly- 4 conſideration of Juſtice, 
as of Wiſdom and Prudence in the w. giver. 
And tke reaſon of this ſeems very plain, becauſe the ges- 
fore of Penalties is not taten fr from any eprops rtion be. 
twixt Crimes and Puniſhments; but from one great — — 
geſign of Government ; Which is to fecure the obſcrvarioniof 
wholeſome and neceffary Laws; arid conſguently Whatever 
| Penalties are proper and neceſſary to this end age not unjuſt.: 
And this Contderation'! deſire may ba mere eſpecially o 
ſerved, becauſe it ſtrikes at the very allorvfcheobf om 
For if the Sppointing and apportionls of Penalties to Cie. 
be not ſo properly a confideration af fuſtiteſ but tarher of Prur 
dence in the 4 — then whatever the dn proportion max 
be between temporary Sins and eternal buRrings Jaſon Tip | 
not be ſaid to be concern'd-in lt. 1517 EX 
Juſtice indeed is concern'd; that the Ri Whisshs umi be 
ked ſhould not be treated alike; ner that —— 
Sins mould Raye — puniſhment, and n e 
ſboula be mi ormentel —— all ti may decoder 
2 gree ind e inteniſenefs of l g nth 
olit making any diÞerence'in-the quraribh N 
then in ſhort ſtatids thus. 
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5 Tet * . Faithfulneſs — make good 
1 0: not, 1 10 wh an, omile 
not only diſappointed bur Sg * 0, ens hal: But in 
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ends of G nr my hk — — And he may wi 
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"miſerable; | Al n har Kno 
the Roman Senate, '® Ler" all the Gods and Goddeſſes, ſaĩth hes de 
firoy'me worſe than at tba e Song I feel ray ſelf to periſh, Ge 
in which ſaying, the words, 
ud to expreſs the miſerable anguiſh and torment which at that 
time he felt in his mind, as 5 tells us at large. 

And as for the word Heath; a ſtate of en ira ti | 


that 
en af. 
ent, is in the Book of the Revelation ſo 
frequently — tly | TTY the ſecond death.” And the lake of "fiFe, 
into which che wicked bal be caft to be tormented i in it is ex· 

WT call'dche ſecond 2735 Rev. 20. 14. 


| r woe than death may properly enough be 'calfd'b 
name: Aud for thi 150 the 1 aear, of wicked 
ter the Day of I. 


es this, they that . from the Nec the 
that the puniſhment of wicked Men'in the other World 
nothing gde but an utter end of their Being, do ne. 
e ern t GO "y 1d 
0 t they exclude a ive puni ment an 
4 torment of Sinners. ag if ehe ſecond cond cke th, and to be deſtroy) 
and'to periſh ſignify nothing ac} but the Annibilation of Sinne 
and am utter extinqion of their Being; and if this be all ni 
effect of that dreadful Sentence which ſhall be paſsd upon 
them at the Day of Judgment, then the Fire of Helis is quench d 
all * — an 
ing. But' this is dir ly contrary to the tenour of 'Scriprure, 
which doth fo often deſcribe the puniſhment of wicked Men 


jo in Hel bypolitive torments: and particularly our Bleſſed S. 


ahh , te e ſtate of 1 on nd i 5 2 
preſly s that there ſhall be weeping and wailin gnaſhin 
of teeth; which-cannot be, if er be all the Wing 
and effect of the Sentence of the Great Day. 

* Another inconvenience of this Opinion i is, that if 
Annibilation be all the puniſhment of Sinners in another World, 
then the puniſhment of all Sinners muſt of neceſſity be equa 
there is no degrees of Annihilation or not- being. 


ewn, n L 8 i 
AIchnot/ very cher Bee who 27 of this Opinion do al. 
| low very long. and RO] time of rhe moſt terrible and int 


| eee on g im veer 7 «pendent 1 Fr wo me fo. 
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is ſo much the more likely to hinder Men from incurr 
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| relnible torment el Sinners, and ater that they believe that 
there ſhall be an utter end of their Being 
But then they muſt not argue this from the force: 
Words before mention d, becauſe the plain my 


7 * PET. - 
= 's Li 


thence is, that Anninilation is all che'puniſhment that wicked 
Men ſhall undergo in the next life; And af thar he ingt trur, 
as I have plainly ſhewn that it is not,, Ldo not ſee from hat 
other words or expreſſions in Scripte they can find the leaſt 
i for this Opinion, that the Torment of wicked: Men 


ſhall at laſt end in their Annihilation. Aud yet admitting all 
ie, for which I think there is no ground at all in Scriptire, 
cannot ſee what great comfort Sinners can take in the * 
of a tedious time of terrible torment, ending at laſt in Ann¹ 
lation and the utter extinction of their Being. 
: Thsrdly, We may conſider further, that the primary end ot 
all Threatnings is not puniſhment, but the prevention of it. 
For God does not threaten that Men may fin and be puniſhi d, 
but that they may not ſin, and ſo may eſcape the puniſhmene 
threatn d. And therefore the higher the threatning rut, ſo 
much the more mercy and goodneſs there is in it; becauſe it 
ing the 
penalty that is threatn .. 5 att, 
Fourebiy, Let it be conſider d like wii; chat when it is ſo vr 
plain that God hath: threatned eternal miſery to impenitent 
nners, all the prudence in the World obliges Men to beliene 


that he is in good earneſt, and will execute theſe thrtgtnings 


upon them, it they will obſtinately ſtand it out with! him, and 
will not be brought to Repentance. i-And chr refore inc alliria - 


ſon we ought ſo to demean our ſelves, and to perſwade others, 


as knowing the terror of the Lord, and that they who-wil-+ 
fully break his Laws are in danger of eternal Death: ' To 
which I will add in the en, Gan 233705 
Fifeb and laſt place, That if we ſuppoſe- that God did in- 
tend that his threatnings ſhould have their effect to deter Men 
23 of his Laws, it cannot be inagin'd that in the ſame 
cvelat ion which declares theſe xhreatnings, any intimation 


ſhould be given of the abatement or non execution of them. 
For by this God would have weaken'd his ow 
taken off the edge and terror of his thr 


and have 
ms: Becauſe a 
threatning hath que loſt his force, if we once come to be- 
lieve'that it will not be executed: And eonſequently it would 


be a very impious deſign to go about to teach: or pertwade any 
„ N | 


thing 


Airubb- 4 geit the day 


5 thietinings of God; and then, how terrible ſoever 


abe * l 


chat he Will judge the world in righteouſneſs ;1 


wiſe: inconſiſtent either with Ri; alneculs Gov Gooduch, whi | 
be knous e ny do, to malte Sinners. miſerable | 


3 i fen his Lions N a W ent Ul gf: us to 


: Ca: 5 i 
5 contrary; and A bert -Meninco that 


nb 

which had it been een tewhybele's might have been-avoided; : 
bound to: preach, hee are allbound 
ot fo, as fawcily tod 


We are al 
to hd ieve the mars s Loed. 
termine and pronounce; what God muſt do in this caſe; fot" 
atrralh:He may do what he will, as I have clearly ſhown £: 


But what is fit for us 20 dog and what we have * to ex- 


north kund g 8. lain and expreſs rhreatuing of the' 
eternal five; kat go on to ereafire up to buy 

uk wrath; and the Reptlation of 2 righteous 
e AGO 1 Will 5858 put I to the hazard, 
her, and bon far God DOE TAE, upon 
Sinners. in another World. 9 | N 
And therefore there is no need hy wr ſhould: FEES y Ol. 
citoulty concern'd for the honour of God's Juſtice or Goodrieſ 
inthis matter. Let us but tale care to believe and * the 


no harm can come te ua Rund as for God, let us not de ade 
but aha he will rake care of his own honour zi and. that he, 
in al bi ways, and righteous 


noth! 


when ave are jud For now a. 
tuings, he hath reſerved . enough in his own handy 
mnt, to all hisPerfections: So that we may reſt aſſur d, 


if it be 4 


fer ever; that he will not do ĩt; nor is it credible, that he would 
—̃— which he could nor juffly: 
execute upon them. 


-Therefors Sinhertonght always roibe. afl ef it, and tec 
leon up on it: And always to remember, that there is rear | 


Gooddek and Mercy in the ſeverity of God's threarnh 550 
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